
Fri, Sept 27 Addison Hoedown, Addison Play Field 5-7:30pm

Mon, Sept 30 - Fri, Oct 4 Walk & Roll Week

Mon, Oct 7 Full Day Kindergarten Begins

Tue, Oct 8 PTA Meeting, 8:20-9:30am, AKC Classroom

Fri, Oct 11 No School, Staff Development Day

Sat, Oct 19 Addison Auction, 7pm, Lucie Stern Center
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NEW!  PTA President's Corner

Dear Addison Families,

Saddle up your horses and head on
down to Addison's largest family event
of the year. The Hoedown will take
place this Friday, September 27 from
5-7:30pm at Addison. 

Here's a preview of this year's event: 

Music & dancing on the blacktop closest to Addison
Ave/Middlefield Rd
Check in at the "Ticket Table" on the field if you
purchased dinner tickets, or bring your own picnic
dinner.
Leave room for dessert! The 4th Grade Bake
Sale benefiting the Coloma Field Trip Fund will be
taking place outside of Rooms 11 & 12
The Addison Hoedown Dance - NOT TO BE MISSED!
-  will take place at approximately 6pm on the
blacktop

Families can bring their own picnic dinner or purchase food.
Dinner "tickets" can still be purchased  for $15 (deadline
Mon. Sept 23rd 5pm) using this link.  Food will be available
for purchase ($20) at the event but only on a first come
basis. Scholarships are still available (deadline for requests
is Monday at 12pm) - please contact Nancy in the office
for more information.
 
This year we're asking families to help us decorate by
bringing flowers from home on Friday, September
27th. There will be buckets by each entrance on Friday
morning. The flowers will be used to spruce up the "family
dining area".
 
We need some cowboys & cowgirls to help with set-up
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and clean-up. Please contact Jacob Kivett if you are
interested in volunteering.

And mark your calendars because Walk & Roll Week is
coming! From September 30-October 4, join families
across the district and bike, walk, scoot, or carpool to
school. It's good for the environment, for traffic alleviation,
and for our own health! Check out the profiles below for
some inspiration!
  
Yeehaw! See y'all at the Hoedown.

Lauren Williams
PTA President

NEW! September Project Cornerstone - Book and Life
Skill

This month, Project Cornerstone parent
volunteers and teachers will read the book,
"Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon" by Patty Lovell
and discuss the life skill pride.  Pride is to feel
satisfied knowing you have done your best.
 

You can view a reading of the book on YouTube.  Thank
you to our Cornerstone Volunteers this year!

NEW! City of Palo Alto Library Cards

The city of Palo Alto and the Palo Alto Unified School District have
teamed up to be sure every student in the Palo Alto schools has
a City of Palo Alto Library Card.  Coming home in the Addison
Monday Envelopes is a student ID card with your child's name and
picture on it.  This card is not needed for the Addison School
Library.  It is only for the City of Palo Alto Libraries.  

Please register your child's card with the city.  Directions can be found on the peach
colored paper that will come home with the card. 

If you have any further questions, please ask Ms Ohanian in the Addison Library.

NEW! Walk and Roll Spotlight - Boyce Family

Riders:  Principal Amanda Boyce, Lauren Boyce (3rd grade)

Home neighborhood:  Allied Arts in Menlo Park

Distance of ride:  Just over 1.5 mile But it's a tricky one. El Camino to
Sand Hill, El Camino Park to train station, then Homer underpass

How we started and why we ride: I joined the city's Safe Routes to
School Committee three years ago with the intention of getting some

ideas of managing traffic with the Addison construction project. I really felt inspired and
began to see the health and environmental benefits to biking. Plus, it's a great way to
start the day. 

Any advice for non-riders or non-carpoolers?: Start small.  As a parent I had to feel
like my child was ready for this. When my older daughter started middle school I rode my
own bike a ton to be with her and get her used to the commute. Make sure your kid is
bike ready. As a parent we need to invest the time and practice. Then it becomes
enjoyable. My younger daughter is now in third grade and she's gaining awareness skills
she wouldn't get in the classroom alone. 
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http://www.addison.pausd.org/
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If you'd told me five years ago that I'd be commuting by bike, I would've have said
never. It's more of a cultural thing here in Palo Alto than in Cupertino, where my previous
position was.
One final (important) thought: for me and my crazy life, it helps me slow down and be
more present.

Walk & Roll week is Sept 30 - Oct
4th! Contact addisontrafficandsafety@gmail.com with any questions.

NEW! Walk and Roll Spotlight - Gadda & Ladomirak Families

Riders:  Parents Chris Gadda, Jesse & Ben Ladomirak.  Ali (2nd), Jax
(1st), George (4th), Geneva (5th), and Bode (2nd)

Home neighborhood:  Downtown North

Length of ride: Just over 1 mile

How we started and why we ride:
Teresa and Chris came up with the idea a few years ago. We live down the block from
each other.  They bike to the train for work so always take their kids to school on bikes.
Like carpooling, but no cars. 

What happens in bad weather? 
We generally bike in the rain unless it is absolutely pouring, although some of us (Ben)
are less hearty than others!  If it's really pouring out, Ben or Jesse will drive the whole
crew in their minivan. The downside of driving on rainy days is that everyone drives then,
so the parking/drop-off situation is even worse than on sunny days. 

Any advice for non-riders or non-carpoolers?
Our experience is that biking really gets the kids ready for school. It wakes them up and
gets their brains in gear. Also, I noticed that my older daughter (Lew) was way more
prepared to bike to Greene after doing the Addison ride with us for so many years.

NEW! Charla Comunitaria para los padres y/o apoderados del programa VTP
Community Conversation for VTP parents and/or Guardians

Todos los padres del Programa Tinsley (VTP) están invitados a nuestra
charla comunitaria el día 25 de septiembre a las 5:30pm en las oficinas
del Distrito Escolar. Su asistencia es importante pues hablaremos sobre
su experiencia en el programa. Compartiremos pensamientos, opiniones,
etc. Sus comentarios son importantes para nosotros pues eso nos
ayudará a mejorar y servirles mejor. Habrá cuidado de niños y
traducción para el español. Se servirá una cena ligera. Espero verlos allí.

All parents from the Tinsley program (VTP) are invited to a community conversation
on September 25 at 5:30pm at the District Office. Your attendance is important because
we will talk about your experience in the VTP program. We will share thoughts, opinions,
etc. Your feedback is important to us because it will help us to improve and serve you
better. Child care and Spanish translation will be provided. Light dinner will be
served. Hope to see you there.

NEW!  Reunión de ELAC en otoño
Fall ELAC Meeting

Por favor únase a la reunión del Comité Asesor para estudiantes
aprendiendo ingles el viernes 4 de octubre de 8:15 a 9:15 am en la
biblioteca de Addison. Esta es una oportunidad para conectar con
otros padres con niños bilingües o multilingües, para saber los recursos
que pueden ayudar a su niño a desarrollar la fluencia en inglés y para
compartir sus experiencias.

 
Please join us for the Fall English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC) Meeting on
Friday, October 4 from 8:15 - 9:15 in the Addison School Library. This is an
opportunity to network with other parents raising bi-lingual or multilingual children, to

mailto:addisontrafficandsafety@gmail.com


learn about resources that help children develop English fluency, and to share your
feedback and experiences.

Save the Date! ADDISON'S BIGGEST EVENT OF THE YEAR!

On October 19th, from 6:30-10:30 pm, our PTA is hosting the annual 
Addison Adult Party & Auction at Lucie Stern Community Center.
Come enjoy music, cocktails, food and dancing. All proceeds go directly
to the school. If you have any goods or services to contribute, please
Julia Moran and Lisa Bertelsen-Kivett at addisonauction@gmail.com. This
year, tickets are free. Yes, you heard right-free. (But if you make a
donation to the school, we welcome any amount, big or small.) To
reserve your tickets, go to https://handbid.app.link/Addison. We
look forward to seeing you there!

Update from Coach Kessler - Tall Tree Wrestling Club

Last year Coach Kessler helped start a youth wrestling program for elementary
aged students, Tall Tree Wrestling Club, and it was a big hit! The club
meets every Tuesday & Thursday from 5:30-7pm in the Wrestling Room
(Peery Family Center) at Palo Alto High School. Practices run from Sept 10-
Nov 19 and enrollment is open through the entire season. Try one practice 
before making the commitment. Please contact Coach Kessler with any

questions.

Eat Tacos, Help Raise $$$ For Addison at Tacolicious

In September, Addison's favorite taco place at 532 Emerson Street -
Tacolicious - will donate 15% of Monday's proceeds all month to
Addison and one other elementary school in Palo Alto. Just dine in or order
"Pick-Up" directly and our school will benefit. Last year Tacolicious presented
a check for $2,300+ to Addison as part of the School Project. Spread the
word and tell your friends! If you have any large catering orders that you

can place on Mondays, those count too! Contact addisonschoolpta@gmail.com for more
details on how to include large orders in the program.

Community Announcements

NEW!  EACH FRIDAY! Superintendent's Weekly Board Update
Read Dr. Don Austin's Weekly Board Update, published new each
Friday https://www.pausd.org/news

NEW!  PTAC - Stanford General Use Permit (GUP) - Getting to the Finish Line
Tuesday, Oct 22, 6pm, Palo Alto City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave
Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, October 22 for the final public hearing in Palo
Alto on the 2019 Stanford GUP. Final decision will be made.  We hope Stanford will come
through with their promises to our schools and kids for FULL MITIGATION.  All 17 PAUSD
school PTAs and all PAUSD Board of Ed Members plan to attend this meeting.  Let your
voice be heard. Palo Alto City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.) For more: www.paloaltopta.org.

NEW!  Oppose Cuts to School Meals for Low-income students 
Oppose proposed federal cuts to school meals for our low-income students. 10% of
PAUSD students, and 2 million students statewide, qualify for free and reduced cost
meals. iPhone users: oppose these cuts with just two taps on your phone. Tap 1 - "Act
Now", Tap 2 "Send message in the  Click My Cause app (select Palo Alto PTA Council).
Android users: email the U.S. Dept of Agriculture at SNAPPDBRules@usda.gov; this MUST
be your email subject line: "FNS-2018-0037: Revision of Categorical Eligibility in
SNAP." Deadline to oppose these cuts is September 23, 2019.

NEW!  Deej:  Film Screening and Q&A with Producer & Star DJ 
Thursday, October 10, 6:30pm, Haymarket Theater, Paly, 50 Embarcadero Road, Palo
Alto
All Palo Alto community members are invited to a free screening of the award-winning
documentary Deej, which follows the journey of DJ Savarese, a gifted young writer and
advocate for nonspeaking autistics. A 2017 graduate of Oberlin College, DJ will be on
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hand for Q&A. RSVP to attend and be transformed by this young man's journey as well as
his vision for inclusion of and equal access for all neurodiverse people. Brought to you by
PAUSD, PAEA, PTAC, CAC, REEL, and the Magical Bridge Foundation. Learn more about
the film at www.Deejmovie.com.
 
NEW! The Vaping Phenomenon: What it is, what is happening, and how to protect
your kids: Parent Ed by your PTAs
Wednesday, September 25, 7pm, JLS Cafetorium
Dr. Bonnie Halpern-Felsher, PhD, Stanford Professor in the Division of Adolescent
Medicine, will present key data and facts on the Vaping Epidemic and educate parents on
what we can do about it.  Learn about e-cigarettes and the effects of nicotine on the
adolescent brain; a child's/teen's vulnerability to addiction; adverse health effects of
using new pod-based devices like JUUL; and why young people are vaping.  Please
click Stanford Tobacco Prevention Toolkit to self/educate and talk with your
kids.  Student Resource Officer Bradley Young will be available to answer questions.

ANGST the Movie: Parent Ed by your PTAs
Wednesday, October 16, 6:45pm-8:15pm, Fletcher Middle School Gym 
The Fletcher PTA will be screening "Angst", a film that explores anxiety, its causes,
effects and what we can do about it.  The filmmakers' goal is to raise awareness around
anxiety. Angst features candid interviews with kids and young adults who suffer from
anxiety and what they've learned about it.  The film includes discussions with mental
health experts, as well as help, resources and tools.
 
**Updated Location** Workshop on IEP (Individual Education Plan) for Special
Education & 504 Plan 
Saturday, October 5, 9am-12pm, JLS Middle School Room 730, 480 East Meadow Drive
FREE. This workshop covers the basics of the IEP/ 504 plan including some common
problems, complications, solutions and suggestions. There will be a discussion about
common accommodations and parental rights, and a Q & A session during this workshop.
Organized by Palo Alto CAC, presented by H.E.A.L. (Hospital Educational Advocacy
Liaisons Program from Stanford Children's Health), and co-sponsored by PTA Council.
Please use this form to let us know if you are coming, especially if you would like
childcare or Spanish translation.
 
Taller sobre IEP (Plan de Educación Individual) de Educación Especial & Plan 504 
Sábado, Oct 5, 9am - 12pm , Habitación 730 JLS Middle School, 480 East Meadow Drive
GRATIS. Este taller cubre los conceptos básicos del plan IEP / 504, incluidos algunos
problemas / complicaciones comunes y soluciones / sugerencias. Incluye adaptaciones
comunes y derechos parentales. Habrá una sesión de preguntas y respuestas durante
este taller. Organizado por CAC Palo Alto, presentado por H.E.A.L. (Programa de Stanford
Children's Health), y co-patrocinado por PTAC. Por favor utilice este formulario para
dejarnos saber si asistirá, especialmente si necesita ayuda con su hijo o un traductor al
español.

Addison Elementary School, Phone: 650-322-5935
Weekly Newsletter Sponsored by Addison PTA
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